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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 1957 


Untrep Srates Senate, 
SuscoMMiITT£E To INvEsTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
or THE INTERNAL Securrry Act AnD OrHeEr INTERNAL 
Securtry Laws, ofr THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY. 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 9:35 a. m., in room 
457, Senate Office Building, Senator William E. Jenner presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; Benjamin Mandel, 
research director; and F. W. Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Senator Jenner. The committee will come to order. 

The witness will be sworn. 

Do you swear that the testimony you give in this hearing will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Miss Horvarn. I do. 

Senator Jenner. Proceed, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. We have here, Senator, a witness who I believe is 
competent to give testimony about recent developments in the Com- 
munist Party, the subject that is under consideration by the Internal 
Security Subcommittee at this time. 

Will you give your full name and address to the reporter ? 


TESTIMONY OF STEPHANIE HORVATH, DETECTIVE, NEW YORK 
CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Miss Horvatn. Stephanie Horvath, New York City. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession ? 

Miss Horvatu. I am employed by the New York City Police De- 
partment, holding the rank of detective. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could give the subcommittee a short 
description of your duties? 

Miss Horvatu. In 1943, shortly after I was appointed to the police 
department, I was assigned to undercover work, and requested to 
seek entry into the Communist Party and report on the members and 
their activities. 
et a member of the Communist Party from 1943 to the end of 
1947. 

Mr. Morris. You say you joined the police department in 1943? 

Miss Horvatu. 1942. 

Mr. Morris. Did they ask you to go into the Communist Party ? 

Miss Horvatrn. Yes, T was specially assigned by the police de- 
partment to become a Communist for the police department. I did 
not do that of my own volition. 
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Mr. Morris. Yes. 

And then you reported back to the police department; is that 
correct ¢ 

Miss Horvaru. I reported back to the police department until I 
was expelled from the party. And since my expulsion I have main- 
tained my contacts. Well, I have been kept in subversive-activities 
work which has kept me abreast of what has happened in the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you get reports from those in the Communist 
Party ? 

Miss Horvarn. Yes. I am still assigned to cover meetings which I 
report on and all the information which comes in from different agen- 
cies is thoroughly studied by me so that I havea pretty good knowledge 
of the present situation. 

Mr. Morris. Then you officially report when you learn what goes on 
in the Communist Party to the New York police special squad ¢ 

Miss Horvatu. And whatever agency might be interested, also. 

Mr. Morris. Isee. You do cooperate with other agencies? 

Miss Horvatn. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could, based on your experience, tell 
us what the recent developments have been in the Communist Party as 
a result of the recent Supreme Court decisions ? 

Miss Horvatu. Well, as I see it, following the end of World War IT, 
and even in the subsequent period of the cold war, the Communist 
Party in the United States was at that time at its numeric peak. The 
Communists were not fearful of openly declaring themselves to be 
members of the Communist Party, nor did they expect dire conse- 
quences, except for the small minority who, because of party orders or 
possibly jeopardizing their livelihood, could not reveal such 
affiliation. 

Publicly announced and advertised meetings and rallies were filled 
to overflowing, and collections taken up thereat in the name of the Com- 
munist Party or its numerous front organizations were always re- 
sponded to generously. It was not until after the initial blow came— 
and that was in the form of the first trial of the 11 Communist leaders 
in Foley Square, wherein they were charged with violation of the 
Smith Act—that the Communist Party structure first began to weaken. 

All throughout that first trial it seemed as if the strong support of 
the comrades and their open contempt for the effectiveness of the 
Smith Act insofar as it could curb their activities or penalize them for 
membership in the Communist Party might affect the decision of the 
Court. 

Mr. Morris. And you were in the Communist Party then; were you 
not ? 

Miss Horvarn. No; I had already been expelled. 

Mr. Morris. When were you expelled ¢ 

Miss Horvarn. At the end of 1947. 

The slow but steady decline in the rank and file membership has been 
fully realized by the Communist Party as more and more of their 
leaders and comrades have been tried, convicted, and imprisoned. 
Ranking as No. 1 on their program has been the weakening or repeal 
of the Smith Act, the provisions of which the Communist Party has 
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consistently attacked as being the primary cause of the decline and 
loss of membership. 

Closely related to the Smith Act have been the investigations into 
Communist activities by the congressional committees and the hear- 
ings conducted by the Subversive Activities Control Board. 

Their adverse decisions on Communist-front organizations and indi- 
viduals has made deep inroads on the so-called Communist sympa- 
thizer who, more often than not, was actually a Communist Party 
member. Added to this, the publication of the Attorney General’s 
list of subversive organizations and the disclosure of the true purpose 
and identity of the leaders of the group was another blow to Com- 
munist Party membership. 

The loyalty oath required not only of persons in Government employ 
but more and more adopted in private industry has had its effect on 
weakening the party. 

Loss of union affiliation because of Communist Party membership 
and the subsequent housecleaning of Red leaders in unions has caused 
still another gap in Communist ranks. 

Further, the fear of deportation on grounds of having been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party at the time of naturalization or if con- 
victed under the Smith Act has had a powerful effect and added to 
the party’s decline. The ever-growing list of difficulties facing the 
Communist Party on the domestic front and the resultant reduction in 
the numbers was heightened by the growing unrest and nationalist 
stirrings in the Soviet dominated and controlled satellites. 

Its climax was reached with the outbreak of the Hungarians. The 
horrors and cruelties of the repressive measures taken by the Com- 
munists, and the revelation of the truth by thousands of Hungarian 
refugees, many of whom had been Communists themselves, was more 
than many Communists in the United States could swallow. 

Yet despite all the obstacles, adversity, and confusion which caused 
the Communist Party to shrink in numbers through the past years, 
the hard-core, die-hard party members have never given up hope that 
their party would some in be rearmed for the battle and would again 
resume a place as the leaders of the American people. 

That shot in the arm which has revitalized the Communist Party and 
evoked joyous prospects for the future of the party has been the 
Supreme Court decisions on the Smith Act. Communists have seized 
upon these decisions as their salvation from the provisions of this act. 

Concentrated effort and a vigorous campaign to completely nullify 
the Smith Act through application of these decisions was the principal 
theme dominating the welcome home rally and reception for released 
Smith Act violators. 

Mr. Morris. Give us some quotes of what went on at this Commu- 
nist meeting. 

Miss Horvatu. This was the report I took. 

Mr. Morris. What is the date of that ? 

Miss Horvatu. It was held Wednesday, July 24, 1957, at Carnegie 
Hall. There were about 1,400 people there. 

Mr. Morris. You say you attended it? 

Miss Horvatn. Yes. I attended it and took stenographic notes of 
what the speakers said. 

Mr. Morris. Did anyone interfere with your doing that? 
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Miss Horvatu. No. 

Ben Davis was the chairman of the meeting, and John Gates was one 
of the speakers, John having been convicted for violation of the Smith 
Act. 

Among the things that John Gates said was: 


The recent decisions of the Supreme Court, as our chairman, Ben Davis, has 
said, was a victory for the whole American people. I am proud of the modest 
but very important part that the Daily Worker played in helping to bring about 
this victory, and in particular I am proud of the role we played in helping to 
bring about the release of Bob Thompson. 

Now we are going to launch another campaign because, although the Smith 
Act has received a very heavy blow with the Supreme Court decisions, and 
although the tide in our country is against such reprehensible laws as the Smith 
Act, it is not yet dead and will not be dead so long as Winston, Green, and 
Potash are still in jail, and so long as other convictions are hanging over the 
heads of many of our comrades. 

The recent Supreme Court decision threw out the organizing section of the 
Smith Act indictments; that is, that we were accused of organizing the Commu- 
nist Party in 1945 as an organization which taught and advocated destruction of 
the Government. 


Another speaker was Pettis Perry, recently released from Federal 
prison : 


I think, comrades, we have a special responsibility here, taking into account 
the new energy and intiative that the American people have begun to show, which 
has refiected itself in the Supreme Court decisions involving the Communist 
Party. Take this as a new impetus against lingering McCarthyism in our 
country. I think there is every reason to feel and believe that it is possible for 
us to bring into being in the United States a broad, yes, and serious, movement 
for amnesty for Comrades Green and Winston. 


Eugene Dennis, convicted under the Smith Act stated—— 

Mr. Morris. He has been the head of the party ? 

Miss Horvatn. Yes. He wassecretary. 

He said: 

Further, I would like to salute the host of non-Communist defenders of 
democracy and peace, many of whom likewise felt the blow of reaction and 
victimization. Their stanchness and efforts helped create the change in 
political climate that checked McCarthyism and made possible the significant 
June 17 decisions of the Supreme Court. 

Paul Novick stated : 

The Supreme Court decisions in the California Smith Act case in the Jencks- 
Watkins case substantiated it. 


And he said: 


The defense of the rights of the Communists is the first line of defense of 
American principles. 

John T. McManus, editor of the National Guardian, and long a 
Communist sympathizer, stated : 

It is, in my opinion, no accident that the Warren Court—and Warren is no 
accident either—had the courage and determination to right the wrongs of 
the Vinson Court. * * * 

I think we must look back also over the behavior of some of the Federal 
judiciary, and set aside a special niche for Justices Black and Douglas, and I 
think we should recognize the tremendous force of the dissent of Judge William 
Hastie and Judge Lazarus in the Pittsburgh eases. 

Mr. Morris. Is that a direct quote? Were they direct quotes? 

Miss Horvatu. These are all verbatim quotes, yes. 

Senator Jenner. You were at the meeting? 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 4: 


or 
~] 
a | 


Miss Horvatn. Yes, sir. 

Senator JENNER. You took this down in shorthand ? 
Miss Horvaru. Idid. Ihave my notes. 

McManus also stated : 


I wonder whether we can truthfully rejoice that the reign of terror is over. 
It seems in view of the Supreme Court decisions that no further Smith Act cases 
can again be undertaken, and those under prosecution must be quashed. It 
seems that the FBI’s nest of rumors and lies must go to wrack or be forced out 
into the open if they try to use them. 


Mr. Morris. So, all in all, you say that the Communists have de- 
rived a great deal of satisfaction from this decision ? 

Miss Horvatu. Yes. They are rejoicing over what they consider 
one of their biggest victories since the party began to decline. 


I have still another quote from Weinstock. Would you like to 
hear it ? 


Mr. Morris. Yes. 


Miss Horvatu. Weinstock, who made the collection speech, pref- 
aced his appeal for funds 


Mr. Morris. All of these people are Communist leaders; are they 
not ? 


Miss Horvatu. Yes. 
Louis Weinstock was convicted under the Smith Act and recently 
released from Federal prison. He asked for funds in order to— 


declare null and void all the indictments and to return citizenship rights to 
everyone of us who has spent time in jail. 


Then he said: 





I would like to say a word about the Supreme Court decisions. 

I had to go down to Foley Square on July 5 or 6 and report to the parole officer, 
tell him where I worked, what time I went home last night, what I did with 
the money I earned, and who I associated with. I walked in the office and he 
said, “You know, Mr. Weinstock, I was thinking of you all day today.” 


Mr. Morris. This is the parole officer speaking ? 
Miss Horvarn. Yes. r Mei 


Now, this is Weinstock : 


I felt then he must be a social worker of the prison bureau. 
He said, “The Supreme Court ruled that to teach and advocate the overthrow 


of the Government by force and violence is not a crime. So what did you spend 
time in jail for?” 


That was the parole officer. 
Then Weinstock said : 


So I said to the man, “First of all, I never advocated it, so I couldn’t have 
been sent to jail because I was found guilty of the charge.” 


Then the parole officer said : 


You know, Mr. Weinstock, you shouldn’t feel too bad or feel frustrated. 
Then Weinstock : 


I looked at the poor guy and said, “Up to July 22 I can’t say anything. But 
after July 22, you will hear from me and my friends many times. And it is not 
going to be frustration.” 

The same day I read the remarks made by one Senator who said that the 
Supreme Court Judges should be impeached. The others said that they should 
be upheld in the eyes of the people of the United States as people who are de- 
fending the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. And he said this is actually 


what the Communist have been doing ever since they have been carrying on 
their activities. 
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Mr. Morris. What was the meaning of that last thing? 

Miss Horvatru. Well, I got the impression that he meant by his 
remarks that the public is beginning to be more and more impressed 
with the incorrectness of the Smith Act, especially as applied to the 
Communists. 

Mr. Morris. You mean he was trying to say that the Communists 
are good people, after all ? 

Miss Horvaru. That is right; that they are not so wrong. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, that is the area I wanted to traverse with the 
witness. I have nothing further. 

Senator Jenner. The committee will stand in recess. We may 
want you to come back at some later time. 


(Whereupon, at 9:50 a. m., the subcommittee adjourned. ) 
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